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E ight is a number with gra vitas; who knows why? Perhaps because eight 
years is the better part of a decade, and we’re kind of stunned to think 
we've given out Daysie awards so long. But that's a good thing. At least, 
the winners think so. 

Seems like plenty of readers enjoy picking them, too — the number of responses 
to our survey surpassed 3500, the vast majority of them online. Paper ballots are 
almost a thing of the past, thanks to SurveyMonkey.com. 

Anyhoo, regular readers will find many familiar names here. A lot of individuals 
and businesses are just damn popular - what can we say? Some dueling competi- 
tors seem to trade places from year to year, so the only suspense is in finding out 
who took home the prize and who was runner-up. Still, some upsets and a handful 
of new categories keep die Daysies from wilting. 

To offset vote-heavy Chittenden County, we created even more “Outside” cat- 
egories this year. Look for new winners primarily in central Vermont 

We changed the wording of a few standards and eliminated odiers altogedier. 
Sorry if this fluctuation bums anyone out but we're confident life will go on. 

One general observation about the results: The recession’s influence appeared as 
a slight uptick in votes for less expensive stores and restaurants, even if discounters 
didn't claim any Daysies. For the most part respondents still favor locally owned 
retailers and tried-and-true service providers — and indulge themselves with die 
increasing number of farm-fresh dining options around the state. 

Thanks to the loyal community of readers and advertisers who contribute to 
making Vermont a winning place in so many ways, and who continue to help this 
independent, locally owned media enterprise buck the trends and thrive. It must be 
said again: Without you we'd be pushing up ._ you know. 

PAMELA POLSTON 

Pictured, clockwise from top: Myra Flynn, Perrywinkle’s Fine Jewelry, The 
Farmhouse Tap ft Grill, Gregory Douglass, GuitarSam 





Thank you, Vermont. 
We love you, too. 


seventh They say home is where the heart is. For over twenty-two years Join the Nation 

Seventh Generation has been grateful to call Vermont our home, seventhgeneration.com 
Protecting Planet Home' Thank you for your continued support and love. Right back at ya. ^ 



* FOODS DRINK 


S ince their inception eight years ago, die 
Daysies have produced some reliable winners. 
Burlingtonians are always hot for a Tex Mex- 
inflected breakfast at Penny Cluse Cafe the 
eatery takes the, er, pancake for Best Breakfast/Brunch 
Inside Chittenden County. Stone Soup remains unbeat- 
able for vegetarian fare, and A Single Pebble has won 
Best Asian Restaurant for its third year - as long as die 
category has existed - despite the retirement of famed 
chef Steve Bogart. 

However, this year also brought some changes. Though 
City Market/Onion River Co-op continued its unbroken 
winning streak in die category of Best Natural Foods 
Market Inside Chittenden County, Healdiy Living crept 
up closer than ever. In fact, many of this year's biggest 
surprises were in the runner-up spots. 

For example, chain restaurants made a couple of ap- 
pearances. The Dorset Street Friendly’s was on the heels 
of American Flatbread — Burlington Hearth in die 
new category of Best Family-Friendly Restaurant (Was 
it something about the name?) For Best Pizza Delivery, 
Domino's Pizza in Burlington pushed Junior's Italian out 
of die runner-up spot to winner Leonardo's Pizza. Could 


it be that snazzy new recipe the megacorporation is push- 
ing in its ads? 

Ethnic eateries presented their own curveballs. 
Despite die fact diat India is a part of Asia, India House 
Restaurant cleaned up again in the category of Best 
Ethnic Cuisine (Non-Asian) Inside Chittenden County. 
However, it was closely followed by a newbie to the 
ranks: Burlington's waterfront Mexican spot, Madera's 
Restauran te Mexicano Candna. Perhaps competition with 
recendy opened Miguel's on Main right across the street 
forced supporterstogetvocaL Outside Chittenden County, 
two year-old restaurants got the bulk of die votes. Frida's 
Taqueria and Grill in Stowe triumphed over Samosaman 
Cafe and its Congolese curries in Montpelier. 

And, even if they didn't win - yet — several eateries 
new on the scene this past year were in the running, such 
as Bluebird Tavern, August First and jDuino! (Duende) in 
Burlington, and Santos Cocina Ladna in Stowe. 

With new categories this year, including Best Burger, 
there are sure to be more shockers. Did your favorite get 
enough votes to register? Cross your fingers and read on. 

ALICE LEVITT 


BEER HAVEN 

Three Penny Taproom has as many 
craft brews on tap as it has seats: 
two dozen. On a bustling Friday 
or Saturday night, it may be a 
tight squeeze in the Main Street 
bar. which was also runner-up for 
Best Brewpub Outside Chittenden 
County. But there's no doubt about 
it this place is serious about 
beer. The constantly rotating tap 
list fills up three wall-mounted 
chalkboards with local brews such 
as the Trapp Lager: California beers, 
including North Coast Scrimshaw; 
and international offerings from 
Belgium, Germany. Norway and 
Japan. But it's not just the beer 
that keeps people coming back to 
Three Penny. The tapas -style bar 
food, prepared almostentirely with 
a couple of Crock-Pots, a sandwich 
press and a water boiler, is reason 
enough to stop by. Grab a plate of 
Cavendish Cup oysters or a bowl of 
Marcona almonds. Or try a sandwich 
with Manchego. chorizo and whole- 
grain mustard, or grilled squash with 
avocado-lime butter. 


MEGAN JAMES 







Featuring Local Organic 
Produce an4 Daily 
Light Entrees. 
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BAKERY 


winner 2003-2009 


3 Main Street 
Montpelier 

OPEN 7 PAYS 
223.0229 


arducci's 
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VERMONT STATE CRAFT CENTER 

FROG HOLLOW 

Supporting the “Buy Local” Movement Since 1971 


85 Church Street Burlington, VT 05401 802.863.6458 
www. froghollow. org 


Join us in September for an exhibit 
documenting our evolution as the 
First State Craft Center 
in the Nation. 

A History of Frog Hollow: 

40 Years of Vermont Craft 
featuring member artisans and 
educators, both past and present. 


Thanks voters, Seven Days, our #BTV Tweeps. awesome neighbors who live, work, 
and play near us, Facebookers. Flatbread Friday lovers, and everypnMIIlfl comas to 
the bakery and makes It so much funl It's been an amazing first year! 


S 
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FOODS DRINK 


Best Vermont Microbrewery 


Switchback 
Brewing Company 



GETTING A HEAD 

If a Vermont bar has local beers 
on draft, you can bet one of them 
will be Burlington's Switchback 
Ale. The well-balanced, unfiltered 
brew— which hit the market 
in 2002 — is wildly popular. 

This year, Switchback Brewing 
Company swiped the Best 
Vermont Microbrewery award 
from longstanding winner Magic 
Hat Brewing Company. Perhaps 
a soupgon of mystery is part of 
Switchback's charm: The stuff 
doesn't come in bottles. so bars 
are the only place to get a mug, 
and most marketing is done by 
word of mouth. The company's 
Facebook page quickly racked up 
thousands of fans when it went 
live this April, but Switchback 
lacks a traditional website. While 
its classic ale is best known, 
Switchback released a second 
offering— toasty, malty Roasted 
Red — in 2007. Porter came 
along two years later, and, this 
month, Slow-Fermented Brown 
Ale hit the taps. Drink up! 

SUZANNE PODHAIZER 


| Best Burger 

5 Farmhouse 
Tap & Grill 

g Burlington 

2 MEDIUM RARE Akhoughthey both 

□ opened in2010 and serve patties between buns, The 

3 FarmhouseTap & Grill and Sky Burgers, both located 
9 in downtown Burlington, couldn't be more different. 
8 The former — which offers more than 100 craft beers, 

a Vermont cheese plate and house-cured meats — 
proudly lets its localvore flag fly. The latter features 
> meats of undisclosed provenance and items such 
2 as chili ’cheeze’ fries and Cotton-Candy Martinis in 
5 an atmosphere reminiscent of a shake shack or fast- 
8! food joint It's a testament to the diversity of Daysies 
voters that such disparate eateries swept the new 
Best Burger category, with Farmhouse taking the 
award and Sky Burgers as runner-up. You can't come 
to the Queen City for 'two all- beef patties, special 
sauce, lettuce, cheese, pickles, onions on a sesame- 
seed bun* but whatever your tastes, you can Find a 
a damn fine burger. 

SUZANNE PODHAIZER 



SEVEN -DAYSIES 

2010 GUIDE TO READERS’ PICKS 


Best place to have dinner anytime 

INSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

[W] American Flatbread — Burlington Hearth 
[RU] Leunig’s Bistro (Burlington) 

OUTSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

[W] Sarducci's Restaurant and Bar (Montpelier) 
[RU] The Alchemist Pub & Brewery ( Waterbury) 


Best special-occasion restaurant 

INSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

[W] The Kitchen Table Bistro (Richmond) 

[RU] Trattoria Delia (Burlington) 

OUTSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

[W] Hen of the Wood at the Grist Mill (Waterbury) 
[RU] Starry Night Cafe (Ferrisburgh) 

Best Asian restaurant 

[W] A Single Pebble (Burlington) 

[RU] Tiny Thai Restaurant (Winooski) 

Best ethnic cuisine (non- Asian) 

INSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

[W] India House Restaurant (Burlington) 

[RU] Maderas Restaurante Mexicano Cantina 
(Burlington) 

OUTSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

[W] Frida's Taqueria and Grill (Stowe) 

[RU] Samosaman Cafe (Montpelier) 

Best family-friendly restaurant 

[W] American Flatbread — Burlington Hearth 
[RU] Friendly's (South Burlington) 

Best veggie fare 

INSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

[W] Stone Soup (Burlington) 

[RU] Magnolia Bistro (Burlington) 

OUTSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

[W] Kismet (Montpelier) 

[RU] Rhapsody Cafe (Montpelier) 








Best Vermont 
Specialty Food 

Cabot 

Cheddar 

Cabot 

THE BIG CHEESE 

The cheese section of a Vermont 
grocery store is a blissful place. One 
reason? Cabot Cheddar cheese. The 
winner of numerous international 
awards, Cabot started out nearly a 
century ago as a small Vermont dairy 
co-op that made butter, not cheese. 
But in 1930 the farmers decided to 
branch out and hire a cheese maker. 
Since that fateful day, the co-op has 
grown, and now its steady Cheddar 
production helps support the state's 
dairy community. It doesn't hurt that 
the Cheddar is flavorful, aromatic and, 
sometimes, mouth-puckeringly sharp. 
As long as Cabot is around, turkey 
sandwiches across America won't lack 
for the tang provided by two-year-aged 
Cheddar. With a picture of Vermont in 
its logo, Cabot remains a Green Moun- 


HAYLLEY JOHNSON 


SEVEN -9AYSIES 


Best pizza restaurant 

INSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

[W] American Flatbread — Burlington Hearth 
[RU] Junior' s Italian (Burlington, Colchester) 


Best breakfast/brunch 

a: INSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

2 [WJ Penny Cluse Cafe (Burlington) 

< [RU] Magnolia Bistro (Burlington) 

P 

| OUTSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

3 (W) Kismet (Montpelier) 

| (RU) River Run (Plainfield, now closed) 


i/i Best place to do lunch 

2 [W] Leunig's Bistro (Burlington) 

I (RU) Penny Cluse Cafe (Burlington) 
SI 

Best late-night food 

[W] Kountry Kart Deli (Burlington) 
[RU) Nectar’s (Burlington) 

1 


OUTSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

[WJ Positive Pie (Plainfield/Montpelier) 
[RU] Piecasso Pizzeria & Lounge (Stowe) 


Best pizza delivery 

[W] Leonardo's Pizza (Burlington) 

[RU) Domino's Pizza (Burlington) 

Best burger 

[W] The Farmhouse Tap & Grill (Burlington) 
[RU] Sky Burgers (Burlington) 

Best brewpub 

INSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

[W) Vermont Pub & Brewery (Burlington) 

[RU] American Flatbread — Burlington Hearth 

OUTSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

[W] The Alchemist Pub & Brewery ( Waterbury) 
[RU] Three Penny Taproom (Montpelier) 


Best Vermont microbrewery 

INSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

[W] Switchback Brewing Company 
(Burlington) 

[RU] Magic Hat Brewing Company 
(South Burlington) 

OUTSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

[W] Long Trail Brewing Company 
(Bridgewater Corners) 

[RU] Otter Creek Brewing/Wolaver’s 
Organic Ales (Middlebury) 


Best bar 

INSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

[W] Red Square (Burlington) 

[RU] 1/2 Lounge (Burlington) 

OUTSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

[W] Three Penny Taproom (Montpelier) 

[RU] The Alchemist Pub & Brewery (Waterbury) 



There’s no place like home! 

Thank you Burlington & Montpelier 
for keeping the dream alive. 


Local. Reallv. 


Corner of Lake & College SL 89 Main Street 

on the Burlington waterfront Montpelier, VT 

802-540-0188 802- 262-CAKE (2253) 

WWW.SKINNYPANCAKE.COM 


LEIIMGS 

BISTRO & CAFE 


IS PROUD TO PRESENT THIS SEASON: 



17,2011 


Flynn Center for the Performing Arts 

tickets available at the Flynn Boa office starting Sept. 23rd 
Flynntix.org wwwlyrtctheatrevt org 802-863-5966 



TIMOTHY GRANNIS STUDIO 

www.timothygrannis.com 

Thank you for your Daysie 
votes for Burlington's I 
Jewelry Designer 



Our Shakespearean 
inspired Midsummer 
Talisman Necklace. 
Diamond, peridot and 
tourmaline in 14 and 18k 
by Timothy Grannis. 



JEWELRY 
ARTS 
Open 11 am-5 pm 
Tues-Sat in August 
or by appointment 


CORNER OF PINE & HOWARD STREETS • BURLINGTON • 802.660.2032 
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Best Special-Occasion Restaurant 

The Kitchen Table Bistro 

Richmond 


FRESH FIND Diners shouldn't count on ordering an old favorite when heading 
to The Kitchen Table Bistro. Since the restaurant opened in 2003, chefs Steve and 
Lara Atkins (pictured) have been dedicated to serving whatever is freshest and most 
delicious that day. Selections of heirloom carrots, greens or tomatoes appear on diners' 
plates in their ideal states. The meat is farm fresh, too, and may include the occasional 
pig that’s been finished on leftovers from the restaurant. To highlight the flavors 
of gorgeous ingredients, dishes at the Kitchen Table are unfussy. One recent menu 
included a crispy chicken leg from Misty Knoll Farm, grill-roasted corn, yellow beans 
and pearl onions from Half Pint Farm and shepherd’s pie made with LaPlatte River 
Angus Farm beef. Thatsimplicity may be what earned the favor of the James Beard 
Awards Foundation committee: For two years running, the Atkinses have been joint 
semifinalists for the prestigious award BestChef: Northeast 

ALICE LEVITT 


SEVEN- DAYSIES 


Best apres-ski 

[W] Matterhorn Restaurant (Stowe) 

|RU] The Alchemist Pub & Brewery (Waterbury) 


Best coffee-/teahouse 

INSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

[W] Muddy Waters (Burlington) 

[RU] Uncommon Grounds (Burlington) 

OUTSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

(W) Capitol Grounds Cafe (Montpelier) 
[RU] Langdon Street Cafe (Montpelier) 


Best bakery 

INSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

(W) Mlrabelles (Burlington) 

[RU] August First (Burlington) 

OUTSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

|W] Red Hen Bakery & Cafe (Middlesex) 
(RU) La Brioche (Montpelier) 


Best natural -foods market 

INSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

(W) City Market/Onion River Co-op (Burlington) 
(RU) Healthy Living (South Burlington) 

OUTSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

[W] Hunger Mountain Co-op (Montpelier) 


Best Vermont specialty food 

(W) Cabot Cheddar (Cabot) 

(RU) Vermont Brownie Company (South Hero) 


Best street eats 

[W] The Skinny Pancake (Burlington) 

(RU) Hong's Chinese Dumplings (Burlington) 


Best wine seller 

(W) Cheese Traders and Wine Sellers 
(South Burlington) 

(RU) Dedalus Wine (Burlington) 



•SKIS 


HeLp us feed oupv neiohbof\s in need 
by donaiinG food +o produce for the People. 
'Www.egti.ocaLvt.corn/p^oduce-fop,-+he-peopLe 


I Your Community-Owned Grocery Store 

Open 7 »-m. - 1 1 p.m. evtry day ■ >02-861-9700 



Jhank you for your voles! 

AtPO'tTOIl 
(SROUNDg 

Caf& ayid/KoGiAtery 


Stimulating the senses of th e 
Passionate coffee drinker. ■■ 


featuring organic. fair-trap^ 
And bird-friendly coffees from 

AROUND THE WORLD. 




INF FARMHOUSE COM 

160 Bank Street 
Burlington, VT 
t 802.859.0888 


FARM 

HOUSE 

SftsJAP&GRILL A 


A hear ill’ll I hanks to the city of Burlington, all of our local farmers 
and food producers, and each and everyone of you for all of your 
support. Here's to many years of great dining and lasting memories. 
Cheers! 


We thank you from the bottom of our pints 
for all your support throughout the years! 






| Best Up-and-Coming Performer 

I Myra Flynn 

8 

8 COMIN' ON STRONG It may come as a surprise that some readers 
consider Myra Flynn ‘up and coming.' Not because she doesn’t deserve 
^ recognition as one of the best voices in the Vermont music scene, but because 
5 one could say this soulful diva already 'arrived' with her 2009 debut Crooked 
5 Measures. After all, she was runner-up to rock star Grace Potter in the Best 

> Vocalist category last year. But Flynn's still got places to go — she's working on her 
8 second album of classic- R&B- tinged neo-soul in the vein of Erykah Badu, India. 

Arie and Sharon Jones. This time, Flynn has friend and fellow songwriter (and 
2010 Daysie winner) Gregory Douglass acting as producer, and he describes her 
new album as 'a little bit edgier.' While the disc probably won't be out until early 
next year, until then you can hear Flynn and Douglass collaborating as '80s cover 
band Side Pony, as well as playing separate shows. From neo-soul to new wave 
a — now, that's versatility. Oh, and here's a fun fact: Flynn and the runner-up in this 

> category, Justin Levinson, are getting married! 

S TYLER MACHADO 



I s it loyalty? Name recognition? Habit? For receiving their eighth Daysies, 
let's hearit for Higher Ground (BestLive Music Venue); Club Metronome 
(Best Place to Dance); Chris Bohjalian (Best Vermont Fiction Writer); 
tlic Firehouse Gallery (Best Art Gallery); Frog Hollow Vermont State 
Craft Center (Coolest Craft Gallery); and the town of Stowe (Best Weekend 
Getaway in Vermont), among several others. And, yes, we’d still like to know 
where Stowe residents go to get away. Maybe just down the road to the 
Stoweflake Mountain Resort & Spa. which came in second this year? And 
in the winter, of course, they’re likely to be leading the pack to the Superlative 
Snow Slope, Stowe Mountain. In short, they don’t really need to leave town. 

Unless, of course, they want to venture out to the Shelburne Museum, 
ECHO Aquarium and Science Center, die Flynn Center, the Burlington 
Discover Jazz Festival or any odier winning entertainment option in 
Vermont’s Queen City. 

Burlington's music scene simply rules. That's why we expanded a little this 
year, offering Daysies to the Best Local-Music Hot Spot (Nectar’s), the Best 
New Vermont Band (tie between Villanelles and Prana) and Best Up-and- 
Coming Performer (Myra Flynn). We also separated the girls from the boys, 
so to speak, in the Best Instrumentalist and Vocalist categories. Male winners 
were Gordon Stoneand Gregory Douglass, respectively, while Grace Potter 
still reigns as both player (keyboards) and singer. In the DJ booth, Burlington’s 
A-Dog keeps the party - and the Daysies — going. 

And diere were still more new categories: The Vermont Mozart Festival 
earned a Daysie for Best Outdoor Music Series, though the Ben & Jerry's 
Concerts on the Green, put on by Higher Ground at the Shelburne Museum, 
was not far behind. Finally, the Best Theater Company, according to voters, 
is Lyric Theatre Company. It probably doesn’t hurt that most of you have 
been in a Lyric production, backstage or in the audience at some point in your 
lives. 

Readers still like Shelburne's Kwiniaska as Best Public Golf Course - 
Rocky Ridge and Williston golf clubs tied for second. When it's time to trade 
the clubs for skis, the Trapp Family Lodge is the fave for cross-country. And 
the darkened-room crowd still taps Merrill's Roxy in Burlington as Best 
Movie Theater, though suburbanites are starting to catch up with their votes 
for Williston’s Majestic 10. 

Congrats to all. 


PAMELA POLSTON 
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To all our 
voters: 
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THANK 
YOU. / 
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96 Church St Burlington 864 2800 stella-shoes.com 


79 MAIN STREET - MON 

Mon-Sat 10am to 6pi 

WWW.ZUTANO.COM - 


I Also Visit Our Zutano Store Located in the Children's Ml 
Section of the Northshire Bookstore in Manchester, VT wj 


Cwsistendy/ Matters. 


Unlike some banks, our name isn’t changing. And neither is our commitment to keep our business loan 
decision process local. We believe you deserve a quick and informed response to your business loan request. 
And that’s exactly what you get from Merchants Bank. A consistent name and a consistent approach. 

Visit www.VermontMatters.com to meet some of our customers. 


merchants 


BANK 


ss 


i 
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ARTS, ENTERTAINMENT & RECREATION • 


Best Outdoor Concert Series 

Vermont Mozart Festival 

Various venues 

HIGH NOTES 

For classical music al fresco, 
the Vermont Mozart Festival 
has a venue that can't tie beat: 
the sloping lawn of the Inn 
at Shelburne Farms. Listen 
to a Chopin concerto as the 
sun fades over Lila Webb's 
terraced gardens, and you 
might imagine riding home 
in a carriage. The soulful Pole 
is the focus of the Mozart 
Fest's current season, which 
features internationally 
known soloists such as Rieko 
Aizawa. Philippe Entremont 
and JearvFran<;ois La tour 
hitting the romantic notes in 
settings ranging from the Barre 
Opera House to the Ponds at Bolton Valley Resort For those less classical ly inclined, there's jazzy 
"Sax on the Beach" at the Grand Isle Lake House, or a frisky mix called "Fresh Air in the bracing 
environs of the Trapp Family Lodge. The outdoor settings may encourage the little ones to run 
hither and yon. But with its family concerts at Vermont Teddy Bear, the Mozart Festival could 
just nurture a new generation of music lovers. And, with Israeli Gil Shohat taking the artistic- 
director reins from founder Mel Kaplan, 80, expect new variations in 2011 and beyond. 

MARGOT HARRISON 




Best Vocalist, Male 

Gregory 

Douglass 

INDEPENDENT ARTIST 

As the music Industry continues to 
hemorrhage money, artists need to find 
new and innovative ways to support 
themselves. So how abouta techie 
twist on the public- TV-telethon model? 
Singer-songwriter Gregory Douglass, 

29. is giving that a shot with a series of 
weekly house concerts broadcast live 
online via the streaming-video website 
Justin.tv. Douglass plays songs, takes 
requests and chats with viewers during 
the webcast, intermittently soliciting 
donations to finance recording his next 
album. "I wanted to do it up PBS style, ' 
Douglass says. "If you really want to 
see the artists you love sustained, you 
have to consider yourself a patron of the 
arts." Douglass is also taking donations 
through his record label's website, 
Emoterecords.com. where, in the spirit 
of transparency, he's posted his entire 
budget for the new album. Look for 
Douglass' fan-financed disc in early 2011. 
In the meantime, you can get your fix of 
his stunning voice and evocative songs 
every Monday night at 9 p.m. atjustin. 
tv/gregorydouglass. 


TYLER MACHADO 


SEVEN ‘3AYSIES 


Best live music venue 

[Wj Higher Ground (South Burlington) 
[RU] Nectar’s (Burlington) 


Best local music hot spot 

INSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

(W] Nectar's (Burlington) 

[RU] Radio Bean Coffeehouse (Burlington) 

OUTSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

|W] Langdon Street Cafe (Montpelier) 
[RU] The Bee’s Knees (Morrisville) 

Best place to dance 

[W] Club Metronome (Burlington) 

[RU] Higher Ground (South Burlington) 

Best instrumentalist, male 

[W] Gordon Stone 
[RU] Dave Grippo 


Best instrumentalist, female 

[W] Grace Potter 
[RU] Jennifer Hartswick 


Best vocalist, male 

[W] Gregory Douglass 
[RU] Lowell Thompson 


Best vocalist, female 

[W] Grace Potter 
[RU] Myra Flynn 


Best new Vermont band 

[W] (tie) Prana, Villanelles 

Best up-and-coming performer 

[W] Myra Flynn 
[RU] Justin Levinson 

Best club DJ 

[W] A-Dog 

[RU] cRAIG mITCHELL 


Best visual artist 

[W] Katharine Montstream 
[RU] dug Nap 




SupP° f *' n ® L®«®l Musicians 

Since 1 98 ^... 


It’s all about the music. 


SEVEN DAYSIES 


Winner 2003/04/05/06/07/08/09 


Advance Music 

75 Maple Street • Burlington 

863-8652 • advancemusicvt.i 








ARTS, ENTERTAINMENT & RECREATION 


Best Theater Company 

Lyric Theatre Company 

Burlington 

WHAT 
A SHOW 

It'S no surprise Seven 
Days readers gave a 
standing ovation to the 
37-year-old community 
theater company. 

Every year, about 400 
locals volunteer their 
time to make LyricS 
two splashy musical 
productions happen on 
the Flynn MainStage 
— which means that 
any Chittenden County 
resident who hasn't 
acted, danced or sung 
in; sewn costumes for; or publicized a Lyric show probably knows someone who has. 
While professional Vermont Stage Company — the first runner-up in this category — has 
won acclaim for its inventive, small-scale productions, Lyric has stayed big, satisfying 
local appetites for an evening of old-fashioned song and dance. With a 2010-11 season 
featuring the family-friendly Peter Pan and the dark satire Chicago, the players seem set 
to continue their tradition of offering a little something for everyone. 

MARGOT HARRISON 



SEVEN -DAYSIES 

2010 GUIDE TO READERS’ PICKS 


Best art gallery 

[W] Firehouse Gallery (Burlington) 

[RU] Frog Hollow Vermont State Craft Gallery 
(Burlington) 


Coolest craft gallery 

[W] Frog Hollow Vermont State Craft Gallery 
(Burlington) 

[RU] Artisans Hand Craft Gallery (Montpelier) 


Best movie theater 

INSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

[W] Merrill’s Roxy (Burlington) 

(RU) Majestic 10 (Williston) 

OUTSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

[W] Savoy Theater (Montpelier) 

(RU) Big Picture Theater and Cafe (Waitsfield) 


Best Recreation Area 

Waterfront Park 


Burlington 


Best museum 

[W] Shelburne Museum 
(RU) ECHO Lake Aquarium and Science Center 
(Burlington) 





FRONT AND CENTER 

Anyone who's strolled the boardwalk at Burlington's Waterfront Park knows the secret 
thrill of scoring a much-coveted swingy bench. But the stretch of prime lakeshore real 
estate has a lot more going for it than seating with a stellar view. As a major stop along 
the bike path, the park is a sporting hot spot for cycling, running rollerblading and 
more. Its verdant fields make way for such annual community blowouts as the Vermont 
Brewers Festival and the Burlington Discover Jazz Festival tents, while its waves have 
floated everything from dragon boats to giant pumpkins. Scoop shops and restaurants 
are a short walk away, cruise boats go out on Champlain and return, and — did we 
mention the view? It's no wonder picnickers, weekend athletes and dog walkers seem 
permanently installed from the first warm day of spring until the fall frosL 


Best Vermont festival 

(W) Burlington Discover Jazz Festival 
(RU) Vermont Brewers Festival (Burlington) 

Best outdoor concert series 

[W] Vermont Mozart Festival 
(RU) Ben & Jerry’s Concerts on the Green 
(Higher Ground at Shelburne Museum) 


Best Vermont fiction writer 

[W] Chris Bohjalian 
[RU] Howard Frank Mosher 

Best theater company 

[W] Lyric Theatre Company (Burlington) 
[RU] Vermont Stage Company (Burlington) 

Best performing arts venue 

[W] Flynn Mainstage (Burlington) 

[RU] FlynnSpace (Burlington) 


Best recreation area 


carolyn fox [W] Waterfront Park (Burlington) 

[RU] Oakledge Park (Burlington) 


Best Place to Take Your Kids 

ECHO Lake Aquarium 
and Science Center/ 
Leahy Center for 
Lake Champlain 


LAKE LOVE 


With its colorful outdoor flags and 
fish decals, ECHO seems to attract 
little ones from the get-go, and 


lakeside center is all about sparking 
enthusiasm — in folks of all ages 
— for environmental stewardship 
of the Lake Champlain Basin. And 

through a roster of both permanent 
and changing exhibits. Curious about 
Champ? Aquatic displays supplement 
historical info about the legendary 
lake serpent. Wondering about the 
weather’ Green-screen technology 


and'Wacky Wednesday’ offer stories, 
songs and crafts about everything 
from bubbles to butterflies — free 
with admission. Heck, parents may 


CAROLYN FOX 



Best public golf course 

[W] Kwiniaska (Shelburne) 

[RU] (tie) Williston Golf Club. 

Rocky Ridge Golf Club (St. George) 

Superlative snow slope 

(W] Stowe Mountain Resort 

[RU] Smugglers' Notch (Jeffersonville) 

Best cross-country ski area 

[W] Trapp Family Lodge (Stowe) 

[RU] Catamount Outdoor Family Center (Williston) 

Best weekend getaway in Vermont 

[W] Town of Stowe 

[RU] Stoweflake Mountain Resort & Spa 

Best place to take your kids 

[W] ECHO Lake Aquarium and Science Center 
(Burlington) 

(RU] Shelburne Farms 


RIDE or 7[ 



OLD SPOKES HOME 

322 NO. WINOOSKI AVE. BURLINGTON 
863-4475 | WWW.OLDSPOKESHOME.COM 


Muscles not motors 



THANKS! 

the Onion loves you, too. 


20 LANGDON STREET ° MONTPELIER ° 802-229-9409 








Best Vermont Twitter Feed 

@ShayTotten 


TWEET DEAL We thought we were so smart for giving out 
a Best Vermont Twitter Feed Daysie award. We thought. Well be 
the first to recognize the stars of the local Twitteratil But. while our 
readers were voting on the Daysies, a group of enterprising local 
Facebookers and tweeters created their own Social Media Day and 
crowned a Social Media King and Oueen. As luck would have it, 
their King and our Daysie winner are one and the same —Seven 
Days political columnist Shay Totten. Over the past two years, Shay 
has used sodal-media tools such as Facebook and Twitter to seek 
out sources, to answer questions from readers, to disseminate 
links to must-read stories about Vermont politics —his own and 
others' — and to report on breaking news in real time. And. of 
course, in dispatches of 140 characters or fewer. His tweets from the 
Statehouse during the 2009 gay-marriage debate were read and 
retweeted by people all over the country. And Shay continues to 
write 1600 or so words every week for his column, 'Fair Game." That’s 
a lot of characters. 


T wo words: Tom Messner. The WPTZ meteorologist is walking away 
with his eighth Daysie! Even if we like to hlame him for inclement 
conditions, he is still the weatherman with a winning smile. In fact, a 
number of voters referred to him simply as “Mr. Smiley.” 

Messner’s news team is still runner-up, though, to the canny competitors 
over at WCAX. (People, Marselis Parsons retired; deal with it.) Those of you 
who watch either network via Burlington Telecom may be shocked to know 
die financially challenged fiber-optic supplier fell behind giant Comcast in 
die Daysies this year. Guess there is such a diingas had publicity. 


In radio land, morning-show “entertainment sleaze” talkers Mike & 
Chantal at 95 Triple X picked up their second shared Daysie for Best Local 
Radio DJ. But, even lacking that duo's antics, Vermont Public Radio landed 
on top again as Best Radio Station. 

Oh, and thanks for once again choosing Seven Days as Best Vermont 
Publication. We don't take that honor for granted. We’re also happy to see po- 
litical columnist Shay Totten and staff writer Ken Picard picked for first and 
second place, respectively, for Best Print/Web Journalist. Shay got an extra 
honor this yean Readers who tweet singled his out for Best Vermont Twitter 
Feed. These would not lie die ones who responded with such bo ns mots as “I 
refuse to be a twit” or the more humble “1 still haven’t figured out what that 

The Vermont Daily Briefing is back to number one in die Daysies poll 
for Best Vermont Blog, Political, even if (or maybe because?) its writer, Philip 
Baruth, is running for a seat in the Vermont Senate. And this year, perennial 
rival Green Mountain Daily fell to third place behind new kid on the blogo- 
sphere: vtdigger.org. 

In the nonpolitical arena, House of LeMay kept a stiletto-thin lead over 
Bill Simmons’ Candleblog. The former site essentially follows die goings-on 
and interests of the bewigged queens from the Hot Damn Trailer Park. But you 
know, honey, they’ll clean up real nice for die Daysies party. 


PAMELA POLSTON 




We thank our clients, friends + family 

for all their support! 


THANKS FOR YOUR VOTE 

We really appreciate your support! 


( 802 ) 865 - 2000 ► 

ETERNITYMARKETING.COM 


388 Pine Street Burlington 

Monday thru Saturday 10-6 Sunday 12-5 

862-5056 


EBSUMMERSALE 

20 % 

GUS* MODERN ESSENTIALS UPHOLSTERY 


ETERNITY WEB 

DEVELOPMENT 









Best Vermont Blog, Political 

Vermontdailybriefmg.com 



LOGGING IN After a one-year 
hiatus. Philip Baruth's sharp-tongued 
and entertaining political blog Vermont 
Dally Briefing has returned as the readers' 
favorite. VDB ranked tops in 2006, 2007 
and 2008.Then, in June 2009, Baruth 
boldly declared: "VDB Will Daysie No More 
Forever." He hoped readers would hold 
their votes until this fall, given that he's a 
Chittenden County Vermont State Senate 
candidate. Baruth spares no pol on his blog, 
as a selection of headlines demonstrates: 
"Michael Steele Is Paranoid AND They're Out 
to Get Him. Because That's How He Rolls." 
Palin Continues War on the Sentence.' 

"God Decides Not to Wait Until Afterlife to 
Begin the Punishing of John Edwards." Just 
to name a few. Vermont Yankee, Gov. Jim 
Oouglas. Lt. Gov. Brian Oubie and Baruth's 
senate campaign are by far his favorite in- 
state topics (though not necessarily in that 
order). Baruth's Daysies win suggests even 
a guy who doesnt allow blog comments can 
be a Netfave. That's just how he rolls. 

SHAY TOTTEN 


SEVEN -9AYSIES 


Best print/web journalist 

[W] Shay Totten (Seven Days) 

|RU] Ken Picard (Seven Days) 


Best Vermont publication: 

|W] Seven Days 
[RU] Vermont Life 


Best TV newscast 

(W) WCAX 
[RU] WPTZ 



Best Spot on 
the Radio Dial 

Vermont 
Public Radio 

DIALED IN It took Vermont Public 
Radio six years to best The Point and 
Champ, but since 2008. the state's public- 
radio affiliate has remained tops among 
Seven Days readers. Could be the ample 
local news VPR has to offer, or its twice- 
daily talk show "Vermont Edition," or maybe 
readers are addicted to "Prairie Home 
Companion," "This American Life" or "Wait, 
Wait ... Don't Tell Me!" Likely, it's all of the 
above. What listeners may not know is that 
VPR won six regional Edward R. Murrow 
Awards this year — including one for its 
reporting on the rescue of Captain Richard 
Phillips, the Vermonter who was held 
hostage by Somali pirates in 2009. We're 
happy to know the station's Daysies "are 
on the wall when you first come in [to the 
office), " according to station president and 
CEO RobinTurnau, "and then you get to the 
official radio awards." Recognized as one of 
the "most listened to and most supported 
public stations in the country.'Turnau 
points out "VPR couldn't do it without 
member support So, thanksT 

PAMELA POLSTON 


Best meteorologist 

|W) Tom Messner (WPTZ) 

(RU) "Eye on the Sky" guys (VPR) 

Best cable/satellite TV provider 

[W] Comcast 

(RU] Burlington Telecom 

Best local radio DJ 

(W) Mike & Chantal (95 Triple X) 

[RU] Pete Powers (99.9 the Buzz) 


Best radio station 

(W] Vermont Public Radio 
[RU] The Point 


Best Vermont blog, political 

[W] Vermont Daily Briefing 

(vermontdailybriefing.com) 

[RU] VT Digger (vtdigger.org) 


Best Vermont blog, nonpolitical 

[W] House of Lemay 

(houseoflemay.blog-city.com) 

[RU] Candleblog (candleboy.com) 


Best Vermont Twitter feed 

[W] @shaytotten 
[RU] @handyslunch 


Comcast wishes to thank all of the 
Seven Days voters for selecting us 
as your favorite Internet provider! 



Comcast High Speed Internet 

$ 19 " 

per month for 6 months 


Don’t know what the fuss is about? Call today to experience 
the speed, reliability and convenience you are missing. 

• Surf and download at speeds up to 1 5 Mbps with PowerBoost® 

• Get the highly acclaimed Norton Anti-virus Software (a $160 value) included 

• Get personal e-mail accounts and access to streaming HD video on Comcast.net 


1.800.COMCAST 
or visit comcast.com 

Oiler ends 9/30/10, and Is limited to new residential customers. Comcast service not available In all areas. Oiler limited to Performance Internet service. Alter promotional period, regular charges 
apply. Comcast's current monthly service charge is $44.95. Limited to service to a single outlet. Equipment, Instalatlon, and taxes extra. May not be combined with other oilers. PowerBoost® 
provides bursts ol download and upload speeds lor the first 1 0 MB and 5 MB ol a fie, respectively. Actual speeds vary and are not guaranteed. Not all features compatible with Macintosh systems. 
Comparisons to Comcast's offerings prior to recent network upgrades. Call for restrictions and complete details. Comcast © 201 0. All rights reserved. 


(Comcast 





g Best Shoe Store 

% INSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

I Stella 

3 Burlington 

S 

13 

IN STEP At Stella, shoes are arranged not by brand but by color, which 
makes it all the easier to Forget their function and bask in their beauty. Slinky 
> flats from All Black and clunky platforms from Chie Mihara aren't just footwear 
o They're aesthetic statements. But the store really wins readers' loyalty 
g because it offers so many choices to shoe lovers who don't want to spend their 

81 lives tottering like Carrie Bradshaw. Vermont demands shoes that survive 

mud season, and Stella obliges with Frye and Timberland boots, while sandals 
and pumps from Clarks and Kenneth Cole's Gentle Souls line prove comfort 
can look good. Earlier this year, Stella moved up from its underground digs to 
the street-level space vacated by Scribbles, and now there's plenty of room 
for stylin' clothes, jewelry and handbags, too. It's not unusual to see groups of 
ij smartly dressed women camped out for an hour on the store's comfy couches. 
£ searching for the perfect pair. 

S MARGOT HARRISON 


SERVICES & STUFF 


M any of the same core stores 
continue to win the af- 
fections of Daysies voters 
year after year — Ecco, 
Michael Kehoe, Mirror Mirror and the 
Zutano Company Store among them. 
Sometimes new challenge is crop up, 
while old standbys go out of business 
(RIP Scribbles). Other stores change 
locations or add a new one. And, by the 
way, when businesses have exactly the 

don't know for sure which one readers 
are casting their votes for (looking at 
you. The Skinny Pancake). Just so you 
know, we can match votes to zip codes, 
or just compile votes if we have to. But 
it’s not an issue unless you win! 

Occasionally businesses accustomed 
to first place find themselves, disap- 
pointingly, in second. That's gotta be 
humbling — but it's extra sweet to land 
back on top, as Sweet Lady Jane did 
this year, for Best Women's Casual 
Clothing. Especially because owner 
Rachel Strules’ second Church Street 
Marketplace boutique, Tribeca, closed 
its doors diis year. 

Other former runners-up remain 
strong, such as Good Stuff for Best 
Adult Tby Store (can we call die place a 
dum matrix now?). 

ColdwellBankerHickok&Boardman 
Realty scored its second Daysie for Best 
Real Estate Agency. While it can't make 
up for the recession, we hope our modest 
flower power brings small comfort. In the 
two-wheeler department, Burlington's 
SkiRack won out again over die Old 
Spokes Home for Best Bike Shop. Also 
for the second year in a row, Topnotch 
Resort and Spa edged out competitor 
Stowe flake Mountain Resort & Spa for 
Best Vermont Spa. This year, though, the 
plethora ofspas in Vermont inspired us to 
split the category into Outside and Inside 
Chittenden County. In the latter group. 
The Essex Culinary Resort & Spa won 
its first Daysie. 

Readers still find the Inn at 

Shelburne Farms and the Inn at 
the Round Barn Farm (Waitsfield) 
Vermont’s best wedding venues, and 
Fiori Bridal Boutique the topspot to get 
the gown. Where to buy die gifts? Frog 
Hollow Vermont State Craft Gallery 
won this new category - not to mention, 
as noted above, Coolest Craft Gallery. 


And, though florists are not wedding- 
specific, readers favor Burlington's 
Kathy and Company Flowers and 
Montpelier’s The Pink Shutter for 
diose odier daisies. Inside Chittenden 
County, newer contender In Full Bloom 
(Shelburne) slid into second place. 

Burlington goldsmith Timothy 
Grannis repeated his win for Best 
Jewelry Designer. Those still mourn- 
ing the loss of his namesake store in 
downtown Burlington may want to 
note that Grannis' works can be found 
at die jewelry collective Alchemy 
on Pine Street This year, however, 
Perrywinkle's Fine Jewelry handily 
nabbed Best Jewelry Store. 

We hear that people are reading 
less and the publishing industry is in 
die toilet. So it’s always interesting to 
see how Seven Days readers respond 
to the Best Bookstore category. Inside 
Chittenden County, giant Barnes & 
Noble came in first — but not so very far 
ahead of little Crow Bookshop on the 
Church Street Marketplace. (And by the 
way, peeps, the name of your beloved 
secondhand shop is not Black Crow, Old 
Crow or Crow’s Used Books. Can't you 
read?) In central Vermont, bookworms 
still bury their noses in Bear Pond 
Books. Dike that. Kindle and iPad. 

Speaking of technokigy: Small Dog 
Electronics remains readers’ choice 
for Best Computer Store. For the second 
year running, Best Web Developer went 
to Union Street Media, hut we noticed 
a larger influx o f contenders diis time. As 
for the Best Internet Service Provider? 
Comcast. Sorry, Burlington Telecom - 
hope you’re still with us next year. 

There’s one category where small, and 
arguably outmoded, is still beautifiil: Best 
Place to Rent a Movie. Despite the incur- 
sion of Netflix and Redbox - and though 
some readers queried, "People still rent 
movies?" Waterfront Video rules. 

In the “green” scene, Seven Days 
readers still find Seventh Generation 
Vermont’s Earth-friendliest company, 
and Hinesburg's wind-power people, 
NRG Systems, are runner-up. New bou- 
tiques the Green Life and Home Ecology 
each got some votes, too. 

Congrats to winners large and small, 
old and new. Hope to see you at the 
Daysies party. 


PAMELA POLSTON 


unionstreet media 




would like to shout out a loud, 
boisterous and heartfelt... 

TfiAMW- 

(thunderous applause here) 


to everyone that voted for us for the 
"Best Web Developer" Seven Daysie 

and all of the Vermont business people who 
have supported us since 1 999. 


Check oul www.unionstreetmedla.com to learn mi 
about our growing team and the online customer 
experiences we create together with our clients! 



‘Tkt TUdomo^ter 

• © ® o § 


the Honda CR-V 


The Automaster is the official 
vehicle sponsor of UVM athletics 


The Automaster in Shelburne, VT treats the needs of 
each individual customer with paramount concern. We 
know that you have high expectations, and as a car 
dealer we enjoy the challenge of meeting and exceeding 
those standards each and every time. Allow us to 
demonstrate our commitment to excellence! 


Experience the Difference. 

The Honda CR-V provides one of the best combinations of 
safety, utility and affordability in its class. And with increased 
fuel economy, more power and a more well-liked 
exterior for 201 0, it gets even better. 


£ 


5 

I 


S 


Route 7 • Shelburne • 802.985.841 1 • 800.639.8033 • www.theautomaster.com 





Best Stationer 

Ink. Ink. Fine Stationery 

Shelburne 


WRITE ON t would be easy to attribute this year's Daysies victory of Ink. 

Ink. to the closing of Burlington’s Scribbles, a longtime favorite in the category. 

But lnk.lnk, which occupies the first floor of a gracious house in Shelburne's town 
center, is on a page of its own. Browse the four pastel-painted rooms, and you'll 
soon be convinced letter writing isn't a dead art. Stationery sets range from lady- 
of-the-manor genteel — Ink. Ink. carries designs by Kate Spade, Martha Stewart 
and Lilly Pulitzer — to basic bulk paper in an array of colors.The store will give it 
your personal stamp on site. The gorgeous leaves may look like luxuries, but Crane 
& Co. notecards in color combos such as lime and fuchsia or watermelon and ecru 
go for just $13 a box. The card selection is compact but choice — check out the 
saucy, hand-pressed designs from Blue Barnhouse. And line up some old-style 
correspondents, stat. 


SEVEN -DAYSIES 

2010 GUIDE TO READERS’ PICKS 


Best women’s casual clothing 

INSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

[W] Sweet Lady Jane (Burlington) 

[RU] Ecco (Burlington) 

OUTSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

|W] Salaam Boutique (Montpelier) 

[RU] Onion River Sports (Montpelier) 


Best women’s evening wear 

[W] Ecco (Burlington) 

[RU] Sweet Lady Jane (Burlington) 


Best men’s clothing 

INSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

[W] Michael Kehoe (Burlington) 
[RU] Banana Republic (Burlington) 

OUTSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

[W] The Men's Store (Montpelier) 


Best shoe store 

INSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

[W] Stella (Burlington) 

[RU] Danform Shoes (Burlington, Colchester, Shelburne) 

OUTSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

[W] The Shoe Horn at Onion River (Montpelier) 

[RU] Well Heeled (Stowe) 


Best vintage/secondhand clothes 

[W] Old Gold (Burlington) 

[RU] Battery Street Jeans (Burlington) 

Best children’s clothing 

INSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

[W] Isabean (Burlington) 

[RU] Bebop Baby Shop (Essex Junction, now closed) 

OUTSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

[W] Zutano Company Store (Montpelier) 

Best spectacles 

[W] Eyes of the World (Burlington) 

[RU] The Optical Center (Burlington) 



We've Got Daysies! 

Thanks lor 
^SgHRfc. llie voles! 


Thank you 
to all who 
voted! 

suJ 


22 1 Colchester Ate. 
Burlington I 863-7053 
kathycollowers.coiii 


40 church street, burllngton • 862-5051 
www.sweetladyjane.bk • mon-sat 10-8, sun 11-6 


VERMONTER DAYS - Monday thru Wednesday 
20% off all Spa treatments, or 30% off two or more’ 


And we’re much more than massages! 

Hair & Makeup Salon Fitness Center 

Saunas & Steam Rooms Exercise Studio 

Indoor/ Outdoor Pools Spa Gift Shop 

Outdoor Hot Tub Fitness Classes 


Call (802) 764-1452 for reservations! 


‘Offer may be shared provided treatments . 


VERMONT'S CULINARY 
RESORT & SPA" 


Calling VII Brides! 

Visit our booth al the 
Riirlinglon Bridal Show al 
ECHO Lake \quarium 
and Science Center 
Thursday, tagust III limn 
(isItOpin - !t:T0|ini 


for helping us come 
out smellin' like a 


5 

5 



Coolest Craft Gallery, 

Best Place to Buy Wedding Gifts 


Frog Hollow 

Vermont State Craft Center 


SEVEN DAYSIES 

2010 GUIDE TO READERS’ PICKS 


Best jewelry designer 

[W] Timothy Grannis (Burlington) 
IRU] Jennifer Kahn (Burlington) 


Best jewelry store 

[W] Perrywinkle's Fine Jewelry (Burlington) 
[RU] Zinnia (Burlington) 

Best beauty-product purveyor 

INSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

(W) Mirror Mirror (Burlington) 

(RU) MAC (Burlington) 


Burlington 

CRAFTY BUSINESS Since closing its Manchester and Middlebury outlets in the past 
few years, Frog Hollow has focused all its energy on the Church Street Marketplace location. 
Representing more than 250 juried artists and artisans of traditional and contemporary craft in 
Vermont, the store carries everything from greeting cards, paintings and prints to hand-turned 
s wooden bowls, ceramics and fiber art. Frog Hollow has handily won a Daysie for Coolest Craft Gallery 
3 every year. This year, it can add another Daysie to its wall for our new wedding-gifts category, 
t; Chances are, these presents won't be returned. 

> PAMELA POLSTON 


Best Jewelry Store 

s Perrywinkle’s Fine Jewelry 


g Burlington 



SPARKLE PLENTY If diamonds are 
a girl's best friends, then Perrywinkle's Fine 
Jewelry is the most popular kid in school. The 
Man Street bauble shop has diamonds, and 
lots of them. You want a T-carat engagement 
sparkler in a shimmery platinum setting? 

No problem. How about a blinding, 4-carat 
dazzler— you know, for those casual Fridays? 
Perrywinkle's has you covered. And the good 
thing about their ice is that you dont have 
to feel guilty wearing it. Perrywinkle's is 
committed to sourcing conflict-free diamonds, 
so flash your rocks knowing no wars were 
funded with the proceeds. If diamonds aren't 
your jam, Perrywinkle's has plenty of other 
precious stones — from citrines to sapphires 
and every color in between. And, with a 
collection of luxe Swiss timepieces, the store 
doesn't ignore the fellas. That is. assuming he 
likes his wristwatches in the four-figure range. 

LAUREN OBER 


OUTSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

[W] Splash Naturals (Montpelier) 

Best pet store 

[W] Pet Food Warehouse (Shelburne, 
South Burlington) 

[RU] The Pet Advantage (South Burlington) 


Best musical instrument store 

INSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

[W] Advance Music Center (Burlington) 

[RU] Burlington Guitar & Amp 

OUTSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

[W] GuitarSam (Montpelier) 


Best record store 

INSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

[W] Pure Pop (Burlington) 

[RU] Burlington Records 

OUTSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

[W] Buch Spieler (Montpelier) 


Best bookstore 

INSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

[W] Barnes & Noble (South Burlington) 
[RU] Crow Bookshop (Burlington) 

OUTSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

[W] Bear Pond Books (Montpelier) 

[RU] Rivendell Books (Montpelier) 





Comer of Main & Battery, Burlington 802.861.7500 
Mon- Wed 10-6, Thu-Sat 10-7, Sun 12-5 
www.mirrormirrorvt.com 


Mirror Mirror 

skin and beauty products for women and men 


WE LOVE DRESSING YOU! 


30 & 40 State Street, Montpelier * 90 Church Street, Burlington 

WWW.SHOPSALAAM.COH 


All the lines you love... 


Bare Escentuals 

Kiehl's Since 1851 

Laura Mercier 

SkinCeuticals 

smash box 

NARS 

Fresh 

Murad 

Bliss 

N.V. Perricone, M.D. 
ReVive 
Bond No. 9 
Ojon, 

Anastasia 
Moroccan Oil 
GoSMILE, 

Urban Decay 
Bliss 

L’Occitane 

Creed 


thanks for 
the votes! 


Thank you for 
supporting locally 
repurposed lighting! 


270 Pine Street, Burlington • 658-4482 • conantmetalandlight.com 





Best Musical 
Instrument Store 


GuitarSam 


Montpelier 


MUSICALLY CORRECT 

If you're looking for a sweet new guitar, 
a repair to your clarinet or some PA 
gear, GuitarSam is the place to go in 
central Vermont. The store has been a 
fixture on the capital city's Main Street 
for 29 years, and now it's got another 
Daysie to verify its cred. You want a 
banjo? A mandolin? A digital piano? 

Gui tarSam's got them, too , al ong with 
plenty of floor space for you to play 
your own private concert— if that’s 
what you need to make your decision. 

If you want something unique, order 
a handmade ukelele from owner 
Kevin Crossett. who builds them in 
the basement of his Middlesex home. 
Strum on. 

MEGAN JAMES 


SEVEN DAYSIES 

2010 GUIDE TO READERS' PICKS 


Best housewares 

INSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

[W) Homeport (Burlington) 

[RU] Kiss the Cook (Burlington) 

OUTSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

[W] Capital Kitchen (Montpelier) 

(RU) Stowe Kitchen, Bath & Linens 

Best furniture store 

|W) Burlington Furniture Company 
[RU] Homeport (Burlington) 

Best antique/secondhand store 

(W) ReSTORE (Barre, Burlington) 

[RU] Anjou & the Little Pear (Burlington) 


Best lighting shop 

|W] Conant Metal & Light (Burlington) 
[RU] The Lighting House (Shelburne) 

Best place to buy 
wedding gifts 

|W] Frog Hollow Vermont State Craft 
Center (Burlington) 

[RU] Bed Bath & Beyond (Williston) 

Best photo shop 

[W] PhotoGarden (South Burlington) 
[RU] LeZot Camera (Burlington) 

Best computer store 

[W] Small Dog Electronics (South 
Burlington/Waitsfield) 

[RU] BestBuy (Williston) 


Best place to rent a movie 

[W] Waterfront Video 

(Burlington, Middlebury) 

[RU] Netflix 


Best Internet 
service provider 

]W] Comcast 

[RU] Burlington Telecom 


Best web developer 

[W] Union Street Media (Burlington) 
[RU] (tie) Eternity Web Development 
(South Burlington) 

Propeller Media Works (Burlington) 


Best stationer 

[W] Ink. Ink. Fine Stationery (Shelburne) 
[RU] Capitol Stationers (Montpelier) 


Best bridal shop 

[W] Fiori Bridal Boutique (Essex Junction) 
[RU] Sewly Yours & Once Upon a Bride 
(Burlington) 





VINCE 
Citizens of 
Humanity 


landed.. 


Ella Moss 

Joe's Jeans 

Velvet 


~rburk y 

for voting for us 
in the Daysies! 


Perrywinkle's Fine Jewelry 
www.perrywinkles.com 

227 Main St • Burlington, VT 05401 
802-865-2624 


THANKS FOR 
YOUR VOTES! 

Make your August appointment, bring in this ad, and 

GET A FREE GIFT! IWhle supples lost.) 




TOO 


Always Affordable & Adorable 

Open Daily • 192 College St 
658-6006 • tootsiesofvt.com 







Best Antique/Secondhand Store 

ReSTORE 


Burlington and Barre 


SECONDS. PLEASE It's mind boggling how the tireless elves at ReSTORE 
cheerfully accept items that look like candidates for the scrap heap, breathe new life 
into them and then offer them up for sale looking only gently worn. Where else in 
Vermont could you score a vintage player piano, a 1926 Singer sewing machine on its 
original oak and wrought-iron table, a working Betamax deck. Hummel figurines, and 
two dozen copies of What to Expect When You're Expecting, all at preposterously low 
prices? Formerly Recycle North, the nonprofit ReSTORE is a bargain hunters' dream for 
used furniture, kitchen wares, electronics, art supplies, and appliances large and small. 
Whether you're trying to unburden yourself of basement clutter or shopping for James 
Michener novels by the pound, you’ll be hard-pressed to find a better spot. 

KEN PICARD 


SEVEN DAYSIES 

2010 GUIDE TO READERS’ PICKS 


Best wedding venue 

INSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

[W] Inn at Shelburne Farms 

[RU] The Essex Culinary Resort & Spa (Essex Junction) 

OUTSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

[W] Inn at the Round Barn Farm (Waitsfield) 

[RU] Stowe Mountain Lodge 


Best florist 

INSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

[W] Kathy and Company Flowers (Burlington) 
[RU] In Full Bloom (Shelburne) 

OUTSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

[W] The Pink Shutter (Montpelier) 


Best outdoor outfitter 

INSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

[W] Outdoor Gear Exchange (Burlington) 

[RU) Eastern Mountain Sports (South Burlington) 

OUTSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

[W1 Onion River Sports (Montpelier) 


Best bike shop 

INSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

[W) Skirack (Burlington) 

[RU] Old Spokes Home (Burlington) 

OUTSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

[W] Onion River Sports (Montpelier) 

Best auto dealer 

[W] The Automaster (Shelburne) 

[RU] Heritage Automotive Group (Burlington) 


Best real estate agency 

[W] Coldwell Banker Hickok & Boardman Realty 
[RU] Lang McLaughry Spera Real Estate 


Greatest garden center 

[W] Gardener’s Supply Company (Burlington, Williston) 
[RU] Claussen's Florist & Greenhouse (Colchester) 



Best VT green business 

[W] Seventh Generation (Burlington) 
[RU] NRG Systems (Hinesburg) 


Best place to do your banking 

[W] Merchants Bank 
[RU] TD Bank 


Best place to buy a pipe 

(W) Full Tank (Burlington) 

[RU] The Bern Gallery (Burlington) 


Best adult toy store 

[W] Good Stuff (Burlington, St. Albans, 
Waterbury Center) 

(RU) Imago (Colchester) 

Best hair salon 

[W] Indigo (Burlington) 

(RU) Stephen & Burns Salon, Spa and Boutique 
(Burlington) 


Best place to get body art 

[W] Yankee Tattoo (Burlington) 

(RU) Jade Lotus Tattoo & Piercing (Burlington) 

Best yoga studio 

[W] Evolution Physical Therapy & Yoga (Burlington) 
[RU] Yoga Vermont (Burlington) 


Best health club 

(W) Sports & Fitness Edge (Essex. S. Burlington, Williston) 
[RU] Greater Burlington YMCA 


Best Vermont spa 

INSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

[W] The Essex Culinary Resort & Spa 
[RU] (tie) Cynthea's Spa (Burlington), 
Oasis Day Spa (Williston) 



Best Furniture Store 

Burlington 

Furniture 

Company 

Burlington 

TAKE A SEAT Step inside 

the exposed-brick and steel-pillared 
environs of the Burlington Furniture 
Company, and the first thing you 
notice is the rich smell of leather. 

That's apropos, since any visit to the 
store — formerly called the Burlington 
Futon Company — is a sensory orgy: 
There are plush couches to wallow in, 
suede pillows to stroke, polished teak 
and bamboo dining-room tables that 
practically beg fingers to caress them. 
Little wo nd er that readers chose BFC 
as their first pick for fine furnishings. 
Recently the store expanded into the 
space previously occupied by Light- 
Works. With its showroom nearly 
doubled in size, there's even more 
space for leather ottomans, art deco 
lamps and other sleek, modern decor. 
One special piece is a red Fiberglas and 
faux-suede swivel chair. Hey, does Dr. 
Evil shop here? 


KEN PICARD 



Best Spa 

INSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 


The Essex Culinary 
Resort & Spa 


i 


S 


5 
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OUTSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

[W] Topnotch Resort and Spa (Stowe) 

[RU] Stowefiake Mountain Resort & Spa (Stowe) 


Best manicure/pedicure 

[W] Tootsies (Burlington) 

[RU] Oasis Day Spa (Williston) 


AHHH Need a break? The Essex Culinary Resort & Spa claims to be the ‘ultimate getaway 5 

experience,' and Seven Days readers don't disagree. Perhaps they took a look online at the resort's 
full-service spa and fitness center options. The Essex promises to pamper, beginning with its pristine 
outdoor pool, waterfall and oversized hot tub. Steam rooms, saunas and relaxation lounges augment 
an inviting array of massage, body- treatment facial and salon services. Start out with the Muscle Melt, 
a temptingly titled cure for sore bodies, or the uber-calming Green Tea and Ginger Wrap. Or, try the 
Warm Stone Massage, where essential oils soothe tired muscles into toasty relaxation. With all this □ 
downtime, you may just work up an appetite, in which case you can sample such spa cuisine selections 5 
as Grilled Shrimp With Papaya or the Soba Noodle Festival. We all desen/e a little R&R now and thea s 


CAROLYN FOX H 



RAW MATERIAL 


WE SHOW YOU WHERE 



AUGUST 

SPECIALS: 

Pay for 6 get 2 months FREE 
Pay for 12 get 4 months FREE 
Pay for 18 get 7 months FREE 

Offer ends Tuesday, August 31 — 
what are you waiting for? 


Essex (802) 879-7734x2 
Williston (802) 860-3343 
South Burlington (802) 658-0001 
or (802) 658-0002 
— 

One Membership, 
Five Locations... 
Unlimited Possibilities 



